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JA Proclamation for the Authorizing and Vniformitie of the Booke 
of Common Prayer to be vſed throughout the Realme. 


Be. dane it cannot bee vnknowen to our Subiects by the former 


e. Damen Mee haue publiſhed, what our purpoſes and —— 


CE ot the Church = Fen aſwell in matter of Doctrine as of Diſcipline; Although we — 
no reaſon to pꝛeſume that things were ſo farre amiſſe, as was pꝛetended, becauſe Me had ſcene the 
Kingdome vnder that foꝛme of Religion which by Law was eſtabliſhed in the dayes or the late 


Queene of famous memoꝛp, bleſſed with a peace and pꝛoſperitie, both extraoꝛdinary and of many 
peres continuance(a ſtrong euidente that God was therewith welpleaſed,) Yet becauſe the (mpoz- 
tunitie ofthe Complainers was great, their affirmations vehement, and the 3eale wherewith the 
ſame did ſeeme to be accompanied, very ſpetious, We were mooued thereby to make it our octaſion 
to diſcharge that duety which is the chiefeſt of all Kingly dueties, That is, to ſettle the affaires ot 
Religion and the Seruite of God befoze their owne. Which while we were in hand to doe, as the 
Contagion of the ſickenes raigning in our City of London and other places would permit an 
_ aſſemblyof perſons meet foꝛ that purpoſe ; Some of thoſe who miſliked the ſtate of Religion here 
eſtabliſhed, pzeſumingmoze of our intents then euer Wee gaue them todoe, andtranſpozted 
with humoꝛ, began ſuch pꝛoteedings as did rather raiſe a ſcandal eChurch, then take of- 
fence away. Foꝛ both they vſed Fozmes of publique ſeruing of God not here allowed, held aſſem⸗ 
blies without Authoꝛitie, and did other things carying a bery apparant ſhew of Sedition, moze 
then of Zeale : whom we reſtrained by a fozmer Pzoclamation in the Moneth of October laſt, and 
gaue intimation of the Conference wee intended to be had with as much ſpeed as conueniently 
could be, foꝛ the ozdering of thoſe things of the Church, which accoꝛdingly followed in themoneth 
of lanuarylaſt at our Honour of Hampton Court, Where befoze our Selfe ,and our Pztuie Counſell 
were aſſembled many of the graueſt Biſhops and Pzelats of the Realme,and many other learned 
men, as well of thoſe that are tonfoꝛmable to the State of the Church eſtabliſhed , as ot thoſe that 
diſſented : Among whom, what Our paines were, what Our patience in hearing and replying, 
and what the indifkerencie and vpꝛightneſſe of our Judgement in determining, Wee leaue to the 
repoꝛt of thoſe who heard the ſame, tontenting our Selfe with the ſinteritie of Our owne heart 
therein. But wee cannot conceale, that the ſucteſſe of that Conference was ſuch as happeneth to 
many other things, which moouing great expectation befoze they be entred ito, in their iſſue pꝛo⸗ 
duce ſmall effects. Foz wee found mightie and vehement Ynfozmations ſuppoꝛted with ſo weake 


and lender p2oofes, as it appeared v1to Us and our Councell, that there was no taule wyy any 
Change ſhould haue bin at all in that which was moſt tmpugned, the Booke of Common Pzayer, 
tonteming the foꝛme ofthe publike Scruice of God here eſtabliſhed, neither in the doctrine which 
appeared to be ſincere, noꝛ in the Foꝛmes and Rites which were iuſtiſied out of the pꝛattiſe of the 
Pmitiue Church. Notwithſtanding We thought incete, with conſent of the Biſhops and other 
learned men there pzeſent, That ſome ſmall things might rather bee explaned then changed; not 
that the ſamie might not very well haue bene boꝛue with by men who would haue made a reaſona⸗ 
ble conſtruction ot them: but foꝛ that in a matter concerning the ſeruite of God we were nice, oꝛ ra⸗ 
ther ielous, that the publike foꝛme thereof ſhould be free not onely from blame, but from ſuſpition, 
ſo as neither the common Aduerlary ſhould haue aduantage to wꝛeſt ought therein conteined, to 
other ſence then the Church of England intendeth, noꝛ any troubl: ſome oꝛ ignoꝛant perſon ofthis 
Church be able to take the leaſt occaſion of cauil againſt it: Aud foꝛ that purpoſe gaue foꝛth ourCom- 
miſſion vnder our great Scale of England to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury x others, actoꝛding to 
the fozme which the Lawes of this Realme in like caſe pzeſcribe to be vſed,to make the ſaid Expla⸗ 
nation, ⁊᷑ to cauſe the whole booke of Common Pꝛaper, with the lame Explanations to bee newlp 
punted. Which being now done, and eſtabliſhed ane w after fo ſerious adeliberation; Although 
We doubt not, but all our Subiects, bol h Miniſters and others will reteiue the ſame with ſuch re⸗ 
uerente as apperteineth, and tonfoꝛme themſelues thereunto euery man in that which hum tonter⸗ 
neth: Het haue we thought it neceſſary , to make kno wen by Pꝛoclamation Our authonſing of 
the ſame, And to require and eniopne all men, aſwell Ecclefiaſticall as Tempoꝛall, to tonfoꝛme 
themſelues vnto it, and to the pzactiſe thertot, as the onely Publike Fourme of ſeruing of God eſta⸗ 
bliſhed and allowed to be in this R-alme, And the rather, ſoꝛ that all the learned men, who were 
there pꝛeſent, alwell of the Biſhops as others, pꝛomiſed their confo2mitte in the pꝛattiſe of it, onely 
making ſute to Us, that ſome few might be bozne with foꝛ a time. 

Wherefoꝛe wee require all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all other publique Miniſters aſwell 
Eccleſiaſticall as Ciuill, to doe their dueties in cauſing the ſame to be obeyed, and in puniſhing the 
offendours actoꝛding to the Lawes of the Realme heretofoze eſtabliſhed , foz the Authoztzing of 
the ſaid Booke of Common Pzayer. And we thinke it alſoneceſſarie, that the ſaid Archbiſhops, 
and Biſhops, doe cach of them in his Pꝛouinte aud Dioteſſe take ozder, That euery Pariſh doe 
pꝛoture tothemſclues within ſuch time as they ſhall thinke good to limit, one of the ſaid Bookes 
ſo explaned. And laſt of all uace doe admoniſh all men, that hercafter they ſhall not erpect noꝛ at⸗ 
tempt any further Alteration in the Common and Publique foꝛnie of Gods Seruite, from this 
which is now eſtabliſhed, foꝛ that neither will Wee gine Way to any to pꝛeſume, that Our owne 
Judgement hauing determined in a matter ok this weight, ſhall bee ſwayed to Alteration by the 
friuolous ſuggeſtions of any light ſpirit: neither are We ignoꝛant of the inconuentences that doe 
ariſe in Gonernment, by admitting innouation in things once ſetled by mature deliberation : And 
how neceſſarie it is to bſe conſtancie in the vpholding of the publique determinations of States, 
fo: that ſuch is the vnquietneſſe and bnſtedfaſineſle of ſome diſpoſitions, affecting cuery peere new 
foꝛmes ot things, as, if they ſhould be followed in their vnconſtancie, would make all Actions of 
States ridiculous and contemptible : whereas the ſtedfaſt maintaining of things by good aduiſe 
eſtabliſhed, is the weale of all Common wealths. 


Giuen at our Pallace of Weſtminſter the fifth day of March , in the firft yeere of our Nee 
of England, France and Ireland, aud of Scutland the euer and thirtieth. 


God ſaue the King. 
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